
Choosing a Bible for Your Children & Teens: 
Bibles for Different Ages & Stages 

 
Read-Aloud Bible Stories by Ella K. Lindvall, Illustrated by H. Kent Puckett, 
Moody Press 
(Ages 5 & under) Best preschool Bible stories ever!  An absolute pleasure to 
read to small children.  Great for Sunday School or groups of children as well. 
Simple, exciting, & meaningful--it allows children to imagine being in the 
story and experiencing Jesus.  There are simple comprehension questions 
after each story to help adults dialogue with children about the story. 
 
The Beginner’s Bible, ZonderKidz 
(Ages 3-8) (Also available in Spanish, Bilingual Spanish, and Bilingual 
Japanese editions.  Some English editions include audio CDs.)  A great 
panorama of classic Bible stories with lively pictures.  Read aloud to younger 
children.   For ages 6 and up, kids can read the Bible themselves.  (I love to 
read this whole Bible to my children when they are 3.  Then, when my kids are 
learning to read, this is a great way for kids to practice reading and read the 
Bible for the first time.)  
 
The Big Picture Story Bible by David Helm & Gail Schoonmaker, Crossway 
Books 
(Ages 2-8) Presents a unified story of the Bible in 26 stories focusing on the 
overarching themes of scripture and the fulfillment of God’s promises. 
Beautiful illustrations and deep themes.  Great for parents reading to kids 
and then children reading to themselves.  Provides a great foundation for 
future Biblical literacy. (Some editions come with an audio CD!) 
 

Egermeier’s Bible Story Book by Elsie Egermeier by Warner Press 
(Ages 5-10) An oldie, but goodie. A very thorough and detailed walk through 
the stories of scripture, including many stories that shorter children’s Bibles 
don’t include.  Illustrations are definitely dated.  Great for parents to read 
aloud to elementary school children. 
 
The Jesus Storybook Bible by Sally Lloyd-Jones, Illustrated by Jago, 
Zonderkidz 
(Ages 4-10) This walk through the Bible connects every story back to Jesus. 
As their tag line says: “Every story whispers His name.”  Stories are 



thoughtfully written.  Beautiful, contemporary, and creative illustrations. 
(Audio CD & Kindle editions available.)  Great for elementary school-aged kids. 
 
The Action Bible Illustrated by Sergio Cariello, David C. Cook Publisher 
(Ages 9-14) This is a comic book style faithful retelling of God’s redemptive 
story.  Masterfully depicted by Marvel & DC Comics artist, Sergio Cariello. 
Great for preteens, comic book lovers, and visually oriented learners.  It 
definitely leaves all the juicy bits in, so it might be too intense for sensitive 
younger readers. (Audio CD also available) 
 
The Holy Bible, New Living Translation (NLT) 
(Ages 12- Adult) When a young person is ready to graduate from a children’s 
bible to reading the Scriptures themselves, I recommend the easily accessible 
New Living Translation (NLT).  Unlike The Living Bible, which is a paraphrase 
of scripture (the author saying it in his own words), the New Living Translation 
is a translation of the Bible from the original Hebrew & Greek texts.  The 
tagline of the NLT is “Truth made clear.”  It renders the Bible at a middle 
school reading level, avoiding difficult vocabulary and defining biblical terms. 
It is a dynamic translation that makes the author’s intended meaning and 
significance clear.  This is not a teen Bible, but a clear, understandable, 
interpretive Bible translation for people of all ages.  I have seen the NLT be 
very beneficial with teens, young adults, second language learners, people 
with limited biblical knowledge, and those looking for a fresh take on the 
scriptures.  Consider an NLT Study Bible that will include lots of helpful notes, 
introductions, explanations,  and charts. 
 


